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POLISH MEDICAL AID FPROJECT

Sinee the successful stand taken by the Comulke reglme against Soviet inter-
vention lsat fall, the internal aituation in Foland has differed redically from
that of the other commtries within the Soviet sphere. The reglme has been and
continues to be balanced on a political knife edge, prodded by the Kremlin towsrd
Comamist discipline on one side end resisted on the other by the Polish people,
grimly determined at least to meintain the measure of individuei liberty slready
gained. ‘There is no doubt of the anil-Soviet, anti-Commmist solidarity of the
people nor of their full understanding thet Foland's bargalining position a-a-vis
the U,.8.8.R. depends on the ever-present threat of full seale revoli.

Since the regime for months has not dared to use the police %o supply the
traditicnal ecommmist feer incentives in the political and economle spheres, the
government's suthority is preearious, vital publie services in such arcas os
health end education sre impsired snd the "planned econony™ has simply fallen
aport.

Every Follish psper, every American correspondent and every traveler refiuned
from Folend testify to the fect that in this situatlon the Polish people are
looking for &ld from the West, specifically from the U.8. 4s in the case of the
Bungarian people last fall, Poles are not esking for or expecting mirecles. As in
Bungary, morele is all importent, and again as in Hungary, our sctlom or inaction
is deoisive with respect to at lemst one viiasl element entering into morale - the
sense of sscurity snd kinghip produced by aid in the form of deecds smd not words
alone.

The Aduinistration hes responded o the appesls of the Polish Govermpent with
a substamtial program which has now spparently cleared the last mejor Congressional
hurdle. But heve, as i3 so often the case, $l worth of private voluntery ald given
spontancously and from the heart is worth $10 of Govermment farm surplus or credits
for coal meshinery.

The_Heed

e three most critical shortages in an sbsolutely desperste publie health
gituntion in Poland mre properly trained medicael persomnel, medical and research
equipment, and medicines. The Ford and Rockefeller foundations have snnounced
prograns designed in a modest way to assist principally in the first two of these
sreas. Little or nothing is yet being done to remedy the critical sitvation In
medicines, although C.AJR.E. and presumebly other egencles bope before long to do
what they can on & sesle strictly limited by evelledble funds. In & yesr or two
the medicine situation will improve, as Polish sources are beginning to be
developed. Right now the need is great smd o 1s the opportuniyy.
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Polish Medical 814 Project Page Two

If a muber of Averican pharmaceutical menufacturera would sgree to make
avalleble substentisl quantities of entiblotics, vitamins end other acutely needed
wedicines, a program of direct shipments of this form of aid to hospitels, elindcs
end doctors in Poland eppears practicable. The duty on drugs has recently been
eliminated. The Rectors of the ten Polish medical aschools might be asked to deter-
mine alloeations. (These individuals enjoy grest prestige because they were elected
by their faculties this yeer for the first time in meny years.) Enthusiastic State
Depextment support for such e project is probeble. Imterference by the Comulke
regime is not likely. The impact on Polish public opinion would wguestionsbly be
tremendous.

A prominent mapufacturer should take the lead in securing the support of the
othere, using vhatever techniques seem sppropriate. Easch compeny's contribution
would be drawn up in the light of known needs, shipments to be mede over a period
of six months to a yesr, depending on the quantitles made avalleble.

™e Internmitional Rescue Comnittee can serve as the tax-ewempt donee, provide
gll pecessary technical sdvice on shipments and set up the system of alliocatlons.
Haturally there would be complete cooperation with the sponsoring company {or
compendies) in the publie relations aspects of the program as well. Enthusiastic
public endorsement of the program by high officials in Washington can ba expected.

The Internmtional Rescue Commiftee Delieves thai this program would mot only
be of great hupaniterism value, but would represent a truly significant end direct

contribution by sn Mmerican industry in the front lines of the world struggle for
freedom.

Jobn Richerdson, Jr.
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